
“Beware of Shortcuts” 
Genesis 16 

Do you ever get tired of waiting for God to act? Do you sometimes wonder whether your faith 

is simply foolishness? At such times it is tempting to become an activist. “If God won't help me, I'll do 

it myself!” As this passage opens, we find that Sarai and Abram are frustrated by the passing of years 

without a son. Taking matters into their own hands, they devise their own strategy for “fulfilling” God's 

promise.   

Opening Question(s) – Choose one 

 How long did you (or would you) wait before having kids?  Why? 

 Growing up, who “ruled the roost” in your family (mom? dad? the kids?)?  Or was decision-making 

mutual?   

Study Questions 

1) Read Genesis 16.  Who are the main characters in this story and what do we learn about them?  

Which do you like most (or least), and why? 

 

2) What do you think drove Sarai to suggest, and help implement, the course of action she does?   

 

3) What, if anything, might justify the strategy of surrogate motherhood? 

 

4) After Hagar conceives, how do the relationships among the three main characters change (vv.3-6)?  

Why did the plan not work out like Sarai had hoped? 

 

5) What action does Hagar take and why?  What does she learn about the Lord in this traumatic 

experience (vv.6-14)?   

 

6) When has a difficult time in your own life helped you gain new insight into God’s concern for you? 

 

7) Ishmael means “the God who hears.”  What does that reveal about the outcome in vv.15-16? 

 

8) What is (are) the main lesson(s) you have gleaned from this story? 

 

9) Are you currently waiting for something that you’d like prayer for? 

 


