Genesis 20 Sermon 2
Sunday, March 8, 2015
“Good News For Slow Learners”
Genesis 20
Introduction = [BLANK1]
Do you ever have times or areas in your life feel when you feel like a slow learner?  Someone tells a joke and even if it seems obvious to everyone else, for some reason or another you just don’t get it?  
Q: How do you catch a unique rabbit? 	A: Unique up on it.
Q: How do you catch a tame rabbit?	A: Tame way, unique up on it.

· Or perhaps you keep repeating the same mistake over and over again…
----------------
I have a theory that we are all slow learners in some areas of our lives.  Even people like Abraham, the great spiritual pioneer that we’ve been studying these past two months, had areas in life that required extra work. Read Gen. 20

Structural Outine
1) Major Complication (201-2) – Fear and insecurity seemed to rise like a high tide in this season of Abraham’s life, resulting in a major complication. [SLIDE]  Given the kind of violent tendencies towards travellers and nomads and foreigners that we witnessed last week in the Sodom story, I can better understand why Abraham would find himself tempted to let his fears get the best of him (see 1210-20 = 24 years earlier).  
Those of us familiar with a similar story earlier in Abraham’s life (1210-20) know that Abraham resorted here to an old habitv.13, using deception as a form of self-protection (“she is my sister”v.2).[footnoteRef:1]  Fear of some sort is often a reason why we lie, or withhold the whole truth.  But it doesn’t make it right, and it often complicates matters as we see here.  Abraham’s self-preserving lie was short-sighted and especially dangerous given God’s recent promise to finally come through on giving him and Sarah their long awaited son.  After all, this was to be the son who would play a central role in God’s master plan to save all the families of the earth.  And yet now Abraham’s own family is in crisis with Abraham’s relapse into an old sinful way of coping with stress.     [1:  Ancient tribes and princely families usually entered into solemn agreements and alliances and cemented such treaties by intermarriage.  But Abraham, having no daughters, did not have this option to lean on.] 

· stressed behaviours: drinking, drugs, smoking, over-eating, over-controlling, etc. 
 
2) Divine Intervention(s) (203-7) – But the good news is that “God came”, [SLIDE] he intervened to prevent a major complication from becoming a total catastrophe.   We often aren’t aware at any given moment, how God’s preventative grace is and has been at work in our lives, just as Abimelech didn’t know, until God warned him in a dream and told him, that despite his honest intensions it was only divine intervention (through illness probably—v.17) that had kept Abimelech from committing a great sin. 
· Ignorant, but not innocent (e.g. speeding through a school zone)
Abraham and Sarah too will only discover God’s behind the scenes interventions the next day when Abimelech makes his private meeting with God public. (God’s preventative grace in our lives…)
It is worth noting that Abimelech will whole heartedly agree with God’s assessment of the seriousness of his situationv.8 and the damaging nature of the sin that he almost unknowingly committed.v.9  Abimelech’s immediate reaction as well his very prompt and public response the next day make it clear that he feared God (i.e. deep reverence & respect) and wanted to make things as right as possible.    
· Video Clip from youtube—“Science & Faith – Dr. James Tour” (5:25-6:58)
3) Cross-Examination (208-13) – Immediately following Abimelech’s prompt and public response, he calls Abraham in for a cross-examination. [SLIDE]
a) Abimelech’s Prompt and Public Response (i.e. “Early the next morning Abimelek summoned all his officials and told them all that had happened…”—v.8)
b) Abimelech’s Probing Questions – Abimelech asks three probing [SLIDE] questions in verse 9 & 10.  Abraham had only asked himself “What will this do for me?” (ignoring the possible ramifications for Sarah & others) But Abimelek’s questions reveal much broader concerns.  “What have you done to us?  How have I wronged you that you have brought such great guilt upon me and my kingdom?  (failed to apply Jesus’ Golden Ruler)    
c) Abraham’s False Presumption – What comes out in Abraham’s feeble defense is not merely that he had made a misguided assumption but a false presumption [SLIDE], taking it forgranted (without any proof) that people in the societies around him were essentially godless & immoral.   
· “There is surely no fear of God in this place” = no respect for God and God’s ways (no sense of what is right or wrong in God’s eyes, but rather living by a self-centred, self-justifying and self-preserving ethic)  It’s ironic isn’t it!!
· Labels are for cans, not people… (God often is already at work!)
· See also stories in the gospels of exemplary Gentiles (Lk. 79; 1718; 2347)
· The story concludes with a [SLIDE] surprising resolution.
D) Surprising Resolution (2014-18) – Note first [SLIDE] Abimelech’s gifts…
a) Abimelech’s Gifts of Restitution…to Abraham in vv. 14-15 and to Sarah in v.16.  Abimelech’s lavish[footnoteRef:2] gifts showed his deep respect for the honor & power of Abraham’s God.v.7  He wants to make restitution, to make things as right as possible with God & Abraham & Sarahv.16.  Restitution is always a mark of true repentance and a major step on the path to full reconciliation.v.15 Abimelech also requires Abraham’s healing prayer,17:18 will he will receive.   Q – What is a right relationship with God & others worth to me?  It is humbling to see much it was worth to Abimelech. [2:  As John Walton notes, “In Ugaritic literature this is the amount of silver paid as the bride price among the gods…in value it is more than a common worker could expect to make in a lifetime.” Genesis, p. 496.] 

b) Abraham’s Prayer – Abraham’s role (as prophet & pray-er) was rooted in God’s grace, not in Abraham’s abilities or accomplishments.  Being God’s chosen instrument does not imply that that one is the choicest of all possible instruments. (see especially Paul’s words in 2 Cor. 47)  But Abraham is the one God has chosen to use for the benefit and blessing of all peoples (123; 1818; cf. Joseph…Jesus).  The effectiveness of Abraham’s healing prayer raises the question of why his prayers for his own wife go unanswered.  But that’s for next week!  This chapter ends with a final note of resolution, that of God healing Abimelek and his family.  The concluding note in verse 18, reminds us of the blessing of [SLIDE]
c) God’s Pro-Active Care (Providence)…His providence includes his obvious attention to the details.  God’s providence is great news for slow learners and failures.  It reminds us that God always has a redemptive plan, a way to reuse and recycle the painful experiences in our lives in positive ways if we are willing to trust and obey him.  

Life-Changing Lessons (try having people come up with their own…) [SLIDE]
1) Living by fear complicates life, living by faith corrects it – Trust & Obey
2) Listen Up & Look Around for signs of God at Work (preventing, protectingPs.121,  preserving).  Labels are for products, not people (e.g. “Good Samaritan”; Abimelech = the “Good Philistine”)
3) Powerful & positive lesson on repentance and restoration and reconciliation
4) Use the golden ruler (consider the implications of your actions, or inactions, on others).  
5) [bookmark: _GoBack]Don’t let your failures prevent you from being used by God for His good.
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