“Good News For Slow Learners”
Genesis 20 
      Have you ever gotten into trouble because you didn’t trust God to take care of you?  Did you take matters into your own hands and in the process cut some moral or ethical corner?  If so, you have company!  The Bible has no perfect saints; it doesn’t cover over the sins of its heroes.  Even Abraham had times when he gave in to his fears, the same fears, on more than one occasion, seeking security behind the smokescreen of words intended to conceal the full truth.      
Opening Questions – Choose one.
· When have you repeated the same mistake twice (or more)?
· Try the “Two Truths & a Lie” game (If time permits, have each person in the group make three statements about him or herself: two that are true and one that is a well-disguised lie.  Have the group guess which statement was not true.  The object is to try and fool everyone into thinking they all must be true).
Study Questions
1) Read Genesis 20.  Take a moment to brainstorm some possible reasons why this story was inserted into the Genesis narrative at this point.[footnoteRef:1]     [1:  e.g. For suspense—will God’s promise be jeopardized so close to its fulfillment?  To illustrate how we can relapse at any age & stage of life?  To show that Lot wasn’t the only one needing to be rescued?  Other?] 


2) What does Abraham do, and how does God respond (vv.1-7)?  

3) How does God’s conversation with Abimelech show his concern for people outside of his chosen people?

4) From verses 8-10, what are your impressions of Abimelech in his encounter with Abraham?  Anything you find surprising?

5) As Abraham tries to explain his way out of his difficulty (vv.11-13), what potential consequences did/does his action have for others (for Sarah, for Abimelech, for God, etc.)?
 
6) Think of a situation when your stretching of the truth (or failure to disclose it fully) had embarrassing, or even serious, consequences.  What did you learn?

7) As this episode ends, how are both Abraham’s & Sarah’s status and role in God’s plan restored (vv.14-18)?
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8) How can you identify with Abraham in this story: His all-too-human relapse?  His repeated fib?  His unwitting test of God’s promise?  The irony of the rescuer now needing to be rescued?

9) Who in your life is, or has been, an “Abimelech”—one who bravely sets you straight?  Consider where God might be calling you to be an Abimelech.
