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Sunday, April 28, 2013 

“Sex and Sensibility” 
Gen. 1-2; Lev. 18; Rom. 1

18-32
; 1 Cor. 6

9-10
 

Contemporary Perspectives 

Of the “hot topics” that we will be looking at in the next few months, I would 

venture to guess that one of the “hottest” is today’s topic—same-sex 

relationships.  Rapid social change has brought about dramatically increased 

levels of acceptance of same-sex relationships in our culture.  This has led to a 

change in our culture’s perceptions of sexuality, identity (primarily defining oneself by one’s 

sexual preference or practice), marriage, family, and human rights.  In Canada numerous 

legislative, educational and social initiatives have worked together to make 

homosexual relationships a viable alternative to heterosexual ones.  It is in this 

context that Christians are called by God to bear witness to God’s design for 

human sexuality.  We do so at a time when many same-sex advocates see 

Christianity as one of the primary sources of resistance to their agenda and their 

demands for not only tolerance but endorsement.   

Historically, the church has condemned homosexuality as sinful, distorted 

sexual behaviour.  The homosexual community has countered with two primary 

arguments.  Firstly, they argue that sexual orientation is genetically derived and 

is therefore, legitimate.  And, secondly, if same-sex relationships are loving and 

monogamous, they should be accepted as readily as heterosexual relationships. 

These cultural changes and well publicized arguments are creating 

confusion [SLIDE] outside and inside the church.  Within many Christian circles 

there are strong voices calling for new interpretations and applications of the 

scriptures that not only allow but even endorse and bless same-sex marriages.1  

Within many families, work settings, and friendship circles people are wrestling 

with how to understand and apply the Bible’s teaching with conviction and 

compassion.  [Blank Slide] (e.g. “Neil” to “Nellie” story…)   

                                      
1
 For example, in June 202, the Anglican Diocese of New Westminster authorized its bishop to produce a service for blessing 

same-sex unions. http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2003/january/6.46.html  

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2003/january/6.46.html
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Biblical Perspectives – look at the insert & give an overview…  

As we begin our study of the Bible’s teaching on “Sex & Sensibility”, it is 

important to point out that the reason that the Bible so frequently warns about 

various kinds of sexual misconduct is not because sex itself is something to be 

ashamed of.  I know that in the history of the church some Christians seem to 

have forgotten that God designed sex, not just for procreation but also for mutual 

marital pleasure.  Passages like Genesis 2, the Song of Songs, and Proverbs 5, 

to name a few, celebrate marital intimacy and remind us that sex is part of God’s 

good creation.  But there are also many passagesGen.19 and examples throughout 

history down to our own time, which illustrate that perversions of the sex instinct 

are numerous, hard to cure, and overwhelmingly destructive to individuals, 

families and communities.  [SLIDE] 

A) God’s Design (Genesis 1-2; Matthew 194-6) – Read Gen. 126-28,31 & 218,21-25 

1) Heterosexual gender: a divine creation (cf. gender range…)  

Gen 1 = wide-angle lens view of creation & Gen 2 = close up view.  God has 

created us in his image as social beings with a capacity and need to be in a close 

personal relationship with Him and with one another, including interpersonal 

relationships with the opposite sex.  This does not mean that everyone has to 

marry in order to be fully human, but it does mean that subcultures of men only or 

women only are something less than fully human.  There may be tragic but 

understandable reasons why some people want to shun the opposite sex, but 

doing so is an indication that something is wrong.2  (e.g. Marjorie’s story…As a 

teenager she saw her mother raped…So she grew up hating men…) 

2) Heterosexual marriage: a divine institution 

Genesis 2 also defines the appropriate context in which sexual activity is God-

intended and good.  When God said, “It is not good for man to be alone” he also 

gave the solution: “I will make a helper suitable for him” (explain the Hebrew word for 

“suitable”).  The divine matchmaker brought to Adam the gift of a bride and Adam 

                                      
2
 Mary Stewart Van Leeuwen, Gender & Grace, p. 41. 



Sex & Sensibility   

Page 3 of 7 

broke spontaneously into history’s first love song, saying, “This is now bone of 

my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman’, for she was taken 

out of man.”2:23  Genesis 1-2 teachs us that heterosexual marriage is a divine 

institution, it is the ideal and only context for true sexual fulfillment.  Marriage is a 

gracious gift of God for: (a) companionship2:18, (b) procreation1:28, and (c) 

committed self-giving love, as husband and wife become one in sexual union.2:24    

3) Heterosexual fidelity: the divine intension 

It is of utmost importance to note that Jesus himself appealed to and 

affirmed God’s design.  (Read Matthew 194-6 noting how he introduced it in 194 with the 

words from Genesis 127…and concluded it with his own comment.)  Here then, are three 

truths which Jesus affirmed: (1) heterosexual gender is a divine creation; (2) 

heterosexual marriage is a divine institution; and (3) heterosexual fidelity is the 

divine intention.  Everything else degrades and deviates from God’s Design. 

 

B) Human Deviations From God’s Design (Lev. 18; Rom. 118-32) 

1) Sin: definitions and illustrations 

“Sin is a person’s rejection of God’s Word in order to establish his or her own 

rules….Most Hebrew words for ‘sin’ in their theological use refer to the overt 

violation of God’s standard or rule.”3 

a) Missing the markhatta’ intentionally or unintentinally [SLIDE of target] 

b) Rebellionpesa‘ = a willful violation of God’s norm  [SLIDE of raised fist & 

seagull…transgression] 

c) Perversion‘awon = bend, twist, distortTWOT,1577 [SLIDE of twisted fork] 

d) Evilra’a’ = be bad, evilTWOT,2191 “in the eyes of the LORD”55x, unfit, immoral, 

harmful2Kgs4:41 or deadlyfamines,diseases [SLIDE of poison symbol] 

Leviticus 18 = an extensive list of sexual sins.  This is the negative side of 

the positive effort to bring our lives closer into alignment with God’s good design 

for abundant life18:5 (shalom).  Leviticus 18 begins in 181-5 with a call to holy 

living: God’s people should not live like those from their past in Egypt, nor like 

                                      
3
 Bruce Waltke, An OT Theology, p. 275. 
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those in the place where they were going to (Canaan).  No, as God’s people they 

were to be distinctively God-like in how they lived, including the area of their 

sexuality.  N.B the verse dealing with same-sex relationships18:22. 

 V.22 “detestable” (to’eba TWOT 2530a) = aesthetically and morally repulsive (in a 
physical senseJob9:31;Ps.88:8, in a ritual senseGen. 43:32; Ex. 822) with the ethical sense being the 
emphasis here.4  

 V.23a “defile(d)” (tame’ TWOT 809) = become ritually uncleanLev.11-15, or polluted.5  It included 
things that were contagious & dangerous diseases requiring quarantine for public health.Lev.13-14  
Need for moral & sexual “public health”…healthy boundaries… 

 V.23b “perversion” (tebel TWOT 248d) = confusion, mixed up, a reversal of the divinely 
intended order of things in the sexual realm. 
 

Turn to the NT (Read Romans 124-27, note the phrase “God gave them over”v.24,26,28) 

Though verses 24-27 clearly speak about the sinfulness of homosexuality it is 

as an illustration of a larger point, not the main point, it is not the worst of all 

possible sins.  In verses 18-32, Paul shows what happens when people do not 

acknowledge God as God, and how that leads to perverting God’s good 

intentions in all areas of life.  Same-sex relations are used as an illustration of the 

main point: when people “sin” by rejecting God and his ways, when they make 

themselves the judge of right and wrong, that central sin expresses itself in many 

kinds of sinful behaviours that go against God’s life-enhancing moral order.  Each 

boundary that is crossed makes the journey back that much harder personally 

and as a society.  Embracing God’s ways will nurture and strengthen family and 

societal relationships—a life enhancing social order.  Violating them leads to 

confusion, disruption and destruction—a death producing social order. 

 It is not Paul’s intention to give all of the causes behind homosexual 

behaviour.  What causes a person to be or become homosexually affected (e.g. 

having a same-sex attraction)?  The range of views is broad: 

1) They have learned something that is sinful as a result of making ethically 
wrong choices.  

                                      
4
 Homosexuality is mentioned in 18

22
 and 20

13
 as an ethical perversion that is detestable to God and falls under his judgment.  

But it is worth noting that in the OT other wicked perversions are condemned that include: idolatry
Dt.7:25

, child sacrifice
Dt.12:31

, 
sacrificing defective animals

Dt.17:1
, engaging in occult activities

Dt.18:9-14
, practicing ritual prostitution

1Kgs.14:23f
, and conducting 

one’s business dishonestly
Dt.25:13-16

 (cf. Prov. 6
16-19

 for seven more). 
5
 Many things regarded as clear or unclean “were object lessons…of God’s holiness which could not co-exist with the 

uncleanness of sin.”
TWOT,809

  The prophets, in denouncing moral uncleanness, used ritual uncleanness as a metaphor for the 
wickedness which only God can cleanse. 
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2) They have become homosexual because they have fallen under God’s 

judgment. 

3) They were born that way (genetic)—another gender?—and therefore 

should be free to do what is “natural” for them. 

4) They are the victims of emotional or sexual abuse other people have 

heaped on them.  Sinners who have been sinned against (e.g. Marjorie) 

5) They were born that way—like some people with a physical or mental or 

hormonal disability are in in fallen world.  As a result of the fall, the Bible 

(Gen. 3) tells us that we are all born with a bent, sinful nature.  We can’t just 

do what we feel like doing (cheating, lying, driving drunk, live without any sexual 

limits) and say “but I’m only doing what is ‘natural’ for me.” 

6) They somehow developed into the way they are because of a combination 

of more than one of the above factors (“nature” and “nurture”).  And like all 

of us sinners, homosexuals also need a loving, life-changing relationship 

with God through Jesus Christ. 

 

C) God’s Healing Power (1 Cor. 69-11; 106-13) = the good news! 

What hope, help and guidance do the scriptures give for homosexual 

people seeking God’s ideal design for human sexuality?  Exactly the same 

hope, and help and guidance that the scriptures give for everyone seeking 

God’s ideal design for sexuality and identity and morality.  Read 1 Cor. 69-11   

 [Video Clip]…Notice the whole list of the kind of habitual behaviours 
that will exclude people from the kingdom of God. 
 

 “And that is what some of you were”.  If you’ve read 1 Corinthians and 

the ongoing sins Paul has to address in these Christians you might 

wonder, as I did, if he used the wrong tense of the verb (“are” sexually 

immoral, are cheaters, are slanderers, etc.).  But their fundamental orientations 

and identities have been changed and as they learn to keep in step with 

the Spirit’s leading and depend upon his transforming power6 their 

                                      
6
 As in 1 Corinthians 1:30 “all the emphasis falls on God’s activity”. Gordon Fee, 1 Corinthians (NICNT), p.85. 
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behaviours will also change.  “Now in Christ Jesus you are something 

different, so live like it.”Fee,245 (e.g. Lion King Simba & Rafiki scene…We need 

to root & remember our identity in Christ)  

 Aiming too low & content with too little if our core foundational identity 
is rooted in our sexual orientation, our job, our looks, our abilities, etc. 
 

The good news in verse 11 = “that is what some of you were.  But you were 

washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and 

by the Spirit of our God.”  Focus on the saving work of Christ 

 Explain the three illustrative metaphors of the Trinity’s saving work: 

 “washed” = cleansed from the filth of their former life-styles…clean slate (power-
washed like Arnie did this week at ERBF) 

 “sanctified” = made holy…set apart from the former way of life and set apart for 
holy, godly living7  

 “justified” = made right with God…forensic…treated “just as if” we were never 
guilty (among the wicked)Fee,245 & excluded from the family of God, but beloved 
members of God’s family and participants in the new creation) 

 

 Read 1 Cor. 6:18-20 (= the great get to!) 
The Canadian MB statement counsels “homosexuals to give up their lifestyle and find healing in Christ.”8 

 

D) Living With Conviction & Compassion 

Since homosexual practice is among the list of sinful deviations from God’s 

design for human sexuality; and since homosexually inclined people are called to 

abstain from homosexual practices and partnerships, what advice and help can 

we give to encourage them to follow God and his ways?   

The first thing we all need is repentance.  In his book, Homosexuality and The 

Church, Richard Lovelace rightly calls for “a double repentance”, namely “that 

gay Christians renounce the active lifestyle” and that “straight Christians 

renounce homophobia [& hostile attitudes]9.” 

                                      
7
 See N.T. Wright, Justification, p. 189 “True freedom is the gift of the Spirit, the result of grace; but, precisely 

because it is freedom for as well as freedom from, it isn’t simply a matter of being forced now to be good, against 
our wills and without our cooperation..., but a matter of being released from slavery precisely into responsibility, 
into being able at last to choose, to exercise moral muscle, knowing both that one is doing it oneself and that the 
Spirit is at work within, that God himself is doing that which I too am doing.”  Synergy, “working together with God” 
8

http://www.mbconf.ca/home/products_and_services/resources/publications/mb_herald/vol_47_no_5/cross_currents/what_im_reading/mennonites_dialogue_on_samesex/  
9
 E.g. President Mugabe of Zimbabwe said that lesbians and gays are “less than human” and are, therefore, not 

entitled to human rights. (See John Stott, Issues Facing Christians Today, p. 445 for the reference) 

http://www.mbconf.ca/home/products_and_services/resources/publications/mb_herald/vol_47_no_5/cross_currents/what_im_reading/mennonites_dialogue_on_samesex/
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Secondly, we are all called to various forms of self-denial and God-reliance.  

The struggle against disordered desires, or the misdirection of innocent desire, is 

part of every Christian’s life (male, female, gay).  Sexual purity for all people is 

made harder by the sexual obsession of our contemporary culture.  And we make 

it harder for ourselves if we listen to the world’s lies, or feed our imagination with 

pornographic material “and so inhabit a fantasy world in which Christ is not Lord, 

or ignore his command about...being ruthless with the sources of temptation.Mt.5:29  

But, whatever our ‘thorn in the flesh’ may be, Christ comes to us as he came to 

Paul and says, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness’
2Cor.12:9

.
10 

Thirdly, Christ calls us to love people like he did and to allow ourselves to be 

loved by others.  At the heart of the homosexual condition is a deep loneliness, 

the natural human hunger for mutual love, a search for identity and a longing for 

wholeness.  Thus, as Dr. Elizabeth Moberly notes, “The homosexual condition 

does not involve abnormal needs, but normal needs that have, abnormally, been 

left unmet in the ordinary process of growth…Love, both in prayer and in 

relationships,”  is the basic therapy…Love is the basic problem, the great need, 

and the only true solution.”Stott,474 

Fourthly, we need appropriate expectations of what levels of healing we can 

expect (in this life and in the life to come).  How healed is healed?  Levels of “healing” 

differ.  Complete healing of body, mind and spirit will not take place in this life 

(healed people still die).  Some degree of deficit or disorder remains in each of us.  

But not forever.  Read Romans 822-23 The Christian’s horizons are not limited to 

this world.  Jesus is coming again; our bodies are going to be fully redeemed.  

Then we finally will be liberated from everything which defiles or distorts our 

personality.  This confident hope sustains us. Stott,474-475 

                                      
10

 John Stott, Issues Facing Christians Today, p. 471. 


